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to-night, but evidently the German machines were turned back
before reaching London.

Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, October yd,
Too unwell to go to Webbs for lunch.   Moreover an air raid
alarm was on (false).   Piccadilly emptied very fast.   All the
people fan out of the Park.   One old man remained walking
about there.

Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, October loth.
Dined with George Whale at the N.L.C. and in his great ugly
sitting-room took what I wanted from his large collection of
notes on war superstitions, for my novel.   His notes were
extremely interesting.

Wells came in, and slanged the Webbs as usual, and incident-
ally said: " My boom is over. I've had my boom. I'm yester-
day." He said that in air raids he was afraid of going to pieces
altogether, so if there was a balcony he stood on it. He had
been through several raids at Southend. He said : " I get huffy
and cross just as if-----" but I can't remember his comparison.

Yacht Club, London, Friday, October j.2th.
Granville Barker (2nd Lieut.) lunched with me here yesterday.
He said he had to do with liaison between British and U.S.A.
Governments, and the latter said that they want, in addition
to the official views, the views of the Independent Left. So he
came to get mine. He had got Wells's and 2 or 3 other people.

He said that the U.S.A. people were not greatly impressed by

anonymous opinions.   It was useless to say: " It is thought-----"

But if you said:   " So-and-so things------" the thing carried

weight.

In the morning I visited Brompton Oratory for the purpose
of my next chapter, which by the evening I had completely
arranged.

Comarques, Tuesday, October x6th.

Went through all first two books of cocotte novel, and fairly
well pleased with everything except last chapter or so. To-day
I tabulated all my information and ideas afresh.

Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, October 24$.
I finished a chapter of my novel fhis morn, and did packing,
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